THE BOURNE VALLEY BENEFICE
A SERVICE OF NIGHT PRAYER

ADVENT SUNDAY - 30™ NOVEMBER 2025

YEAR A - ADVENT 1

WELCOME AND OPENING

Welcome to this service of Night Prayer for Advent Sunday. Advent is a season of expectation and
preparation, as the Church prepares to celebrate the coming of Christ in his incarnation. Please join in with
the words printed in bold type and join in singing the hymns.

Opening text and responses
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salva-

tion is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is
near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light.

Wait for the Lord; be strong and brave

and put your hope in the Lord.

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed

and all people shall see it.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.

Opening Hymn — O come, O come, Emmanuel

From the Great O Antiphons (12" — 13" century) translated by John Mason Neale (1818-1866)

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here,

until the Son of God appear:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,



and give them victory o'er the grave:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadows put to flight:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, thou Lord of Might,

who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height,

in ancient times didst give the law

in cloud and majesty and awe:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

REFLECTION, CONFESSION and RECONCILIATION

Most merciful God,

we confess to you before the whole company of heaven
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,

and in what we have failed to do.

Forgive us our sins,

heal us by your Spirit

and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen.

God is merciful and just:
If we say sorry for our mistakes, He will forgive us;



If we acknowledge our failings, He will heal our weaknesses;
If we turn our lives to Him, we will find the kingdom of heaven.
Amen. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 9 vI-10

| will give thanks to you, Lord, with my whole heart;
| will tell of all your marvellous works.

I will be glad and rejoice in you;
| will make music to your name, O Most High.

When my enemies are driven back,
they stumble and perish at your presence.

For you have maintained my right and my cause;
you sat on your throne giving righteous judgement.

You have rebuked the nations and destroyed the wicked;
you have blotted out their name for ever and ever.

The enemy was utterly laid waste.
You uprooted their cities;

their very memory has perished.

But the Lord shall endure for ever;
he has made fast his throne for judgement.

For he shall rule the world with righteousness
and govern the peoples with equity.

Then will the Lord be a refuge for the oppressed,
a refuge in the time of trouble.

And those who know your name will put their trust in you,
for you, Lord, have never failed those who seek you.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.

READINGS

First reading: /saiah 11.1-10
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,



and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;
the nations shall inquire of him,
and his dwelling shall be glorious.

A short silence is kept for reflection.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11



Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden de-
struction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there
will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a
thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of
darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a hel-
met the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we
may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you
are doing.

Silence is kept. You may want to reflect further on Paul’s advice to the Thessalonians. Or you may want to
reflect on some other aspect of this evening’s readings. Or it may it may feel right to sit in stillness and
silence to wait upon God, listening for God’s voice in your heart.

Taize chant: Wait for the Lord

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near;
Wait for the Lord, keep watch, take heart!

Prepare the way for the Lord!
Make a straight path for God.

Prepare the way for the Lord!

Rejoice in the Lord always;
God is at hand.
Joy and gladness for all who seek the Lord.

The Glory of the Lord shall be revealed;
All the earth will see the Lord.

| waited for the Lord. The day of my God.

Seek first the Kingdom of God,
Seek and ye shall find.



Wait for the Lord, whose day is near;
Wait for the Lord, keep watch, take heart!

Those who know your name will put their trust in you,
for you, Lord, have never failed those who seek you.

Amen.

PRAYERS

Collect

Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns,

turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, Amen

Intercessions

Lord’s Prayer

OUR Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,;

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen

OFFERTORY

Offertory Prayer — Prayer of Charles de Foucauld
Father, | abandon myself into your hands;

do with me what you will.



Whatever you may do, | thank you.

I am ready for all, | accept all.
Let only your will be done in me,
and in all your creatures.

| wish no more than this, O Lord.



Into your hands | commend my soul;

| offer it to you with all the love of my heart,
for I love you, Lord,

and so need to give myself,

to surrender myself into your hands,
without reserve,

and with boundless confidence,

for you are my Father.

Amen.

Offertory blessing

Generous Creator,

you have given us riches beyond measure.
We ask that you will use our lives

to build your kingdom

and for your glory. Amen.

CONCLUSION

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:

your word has been fulfilled.

My own eyes have seen the salvation

which you have prepared in the sight of every people:

a light to reveal you to the nations

and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn - There’s a light upon the mountains

Henry Burton (1830-1940)

There’s a light upon the mountains,
And the day is at the spring,



When our eyes shall see the beauty
And the glory of the King:

Weary was our heart with waiting,
And the night-watch seemed so long,
But His triumph day is breaking,

And we hail it with a song.



There’s a hush of expectation
And a quiet in the air,

And the breath of God is moving
In the fervent breath of prayer;
For the suffering, dying Jesus

Is the Christ upon the throne,
And the travail of our spirit

Is the travail of His own.

He is breaking down the barriers,
He is casting up the way;

He is calling for His angels

To build up the gates of day:

But His angels here are human,
Not the shining hosts above;

For the drum beats of His army
Are the heartbeats of our love.

Hark! we hear a distant music,
And it comes with fuller swell;
'Tis the triumph-song of Jesus,

Of our King, Immanuel!

Go ye forth with joy to meet Him!
And, my soul, be swift to bring
All thy finest and thy noblest

For the triumph of our King!

Closing text and responses

You know what time it is,

how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;
the night is far gone, the day is near.

Let us then lay aside the works of darkness

and put on the armour of light.



In peace we will lie down and sleep;

for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.
Abide with us, Lord Jesus,

for the night is at hand and the day is now past.
As the night watch looks for the morning,

so do we look for you, O Christ.

THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen



