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                                                    evensong
Sunday 21st February 2021         
The congregation’s responses are show in bold type
Opening Hymn
1 Hills of the North, rejoice, river and mountain-spring,
   hark to the advent voice; valley and lowland, sing.
   Christ comes in righteousness and love, he brings salvation from above.
2 Isles of the Southern seas, sing to the listening earth,
   carry on every breeze hope of a world's new birth:
   In Christ shall all be made anew, his word is sure, his promise true.
3 Lands of the East, arise, he is your brightest morn,
   greet him with joyous eyes, praise shall his path adorn:
   the God whom you have longed to know in Christ draws near and calls you now.
4 Shores of the utmost West, lands of the setting sun,
   welcome the heavenly guest in whom the dawn has come:
  he brings a never-ending light who triumphed o'er our darkest night.
5 Shout, as you journey home, songs be in every mouth,
   lo, from the North they come, from East and West and South:
   in Jesus all shall find their rest, in him the universe be blest.
Repent ye; for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand
DEARLY beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor cloke them before the face of Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy. And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, 
to hear his most holy Word, and to ask those things which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, 
as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying with me:
ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, We have offended against thy holy laws, We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, And we have done those things which we ought not to have done, And there is no health in us: 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders; 
Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults, Restore thou them that are penitent, According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord: And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen
Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen
O Lord, open thou our lips: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise
O God, make speed to save us:  O Lord, make haste to help us
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
Praise ye the Lord: The Lord's Name be praised
Psalm 25 v1-10 
 
Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.
2 O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph
over me. 
3 Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without cause. 
4 Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths.
5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. 
6 Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been ever of old. 
7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O Lord. 
8 Good and upright is the Lord: therefore will he teach sinners in the way.
9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.
10 All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
The First Lesson    Genesis 9: 8 – 17
MAGNIFICAT 
MY soul doth magnify the Lord : 
       and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm : 
       he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat : 
       and hath exalted the humble and meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things : 
       and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen

The Second Lesson   Mark 1: 9 – 15 
NUNC DIMITTIS 
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;
Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen

THE APOSTLES' CREED 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, 
And the Life everlasting. Amen 

The Lord be with you:  And with thy spirit   
Let us pray:  Lord, have mercy upon us  
Christ, have mercy upon us
Lord, have mercy upon us
OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us: And grant us thy salvation
O Lord, save the Queen: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness: And make thy chosen people joyful
O Lord, save thy people:  And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord:
    Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God
O God, make clean our hearts within us:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us

The Collect for the First Sunday in Lent 
O LORD, who for our sake didst fast forty days and forty nights; give us grace to use such abstinence, that our flesh being subdued to the Spirit, we may ever obey thy godly motions in righteousness, and true holiness, to thy honour and glory, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  Amen.

The Second Collect at Evening Prayer 
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen
The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils  
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen
The Sermon
Prayers of Intercession
Final Hymn

The day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended, the darkness falls at Thy behest;
To Thee our morning hymns ascended, Thy praise shall sanctify our rest.
We thank Thee that Thy church, unsleeping, while earth rolls onward into light,
Through all the world her watch is keeping, and rests not now by day or night.
As over each continent and island the dawn leads on another day,
The voice of prayer is never silent, nor dies the strain of praise away.
So be it, Lord; Thy throne shall never like earth's proud empires, pass away:
Thy kingdom stands, and grows forever, till all Thy creatures own Thy sway.
THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen
